29/04/13
MOUNT STUART APPOINTS NEW DIRECTORS TO TRUST
(Issued on behalf of the Mount Stuart Trust)
The Mount Stuart Trust (Scottish Registered Charity No. SC009584) is pleased to announce the
appointment of three new directors.
These appointments will help the Trust fulfil its primary objectives in the furtherance of the arts,
culture, heritage and science and will emphasise the close links between the Trust and the wider
Bute community.
The new directors, who become members of the Trust, are Hans H Rissmann OBE, Peter Timms
CBE, and Francis Russell.
Both Mr Rissman and Mr Timms have close connections with Bute. Mr Rissman was formerly
manager of the Glenburn Hotel and his sons were born on the island and Mr Timms is Chairman of
a Bute-based business and holds a number of prominent board positions on companies and public
bodies. He lives on the island with his wife and family. Mr Russell is Deputy Chairman of
Christieʼs and has been a frequent visitor to Bute over thirty years as well as an advisor to the
Trustees on its art holdings.
Connie Lovel, chief executive of the Mount Stuart Trust, said: “The principal purpose of the Trust is
the preservation of Mount Stuart for public benefit, providing access to one of the worldʼs finest
houses and everything that surrounds it - which is a tremendous cultural resource in terms of art,
architecture, history and some of Scotlandʼs best landscape. Mount Stuart is an immensely
important part of the nationʼs heritage and a significant visitor draw for the island of Bute, the wider
region and Scotland.
“The appointment of three new directors, who will undoubtedly bring considerable experience and
relevant skills to the Trust, will help us achieve our objectives.
“Last year the Trust received numerous applications for membership from people the majority of
whom had been encouraged to apply as part of a land-reform related campaign. The Trust was
never intended to be a mass membership organisation but, despite this, all applications were
considered carefully before coming to decisions. We have written to applicants thanking them for
their interest and believe the new appointments will be of benefit to Bute and the community. As a
charitable company limited by guarantee, we have also informed the charity regulator for
Scotland.”
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Notes to editors:Hans H. Rissmann OBE has over 40 years experience in the hotel, hospitality and venue
management industry. He has held the position of Chief Executive at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre (EICC) since 1993. He has also held a number of directorships including ten
years as Chairman of ʻInvestors In Peopleʼ (IIP) Scotland before concluding his tenure in 2011.

Francis Russell has worked at Christieʼs, of which he is a Deputy Chairman, since 1971. He has
been a member of the Arts Panel of the National Trust since 1994. He is a world- renowned expert
in Old Masters and British Painting and the author of many scholarly essays and publications
including ʻJohn Stuart, 3rd Earl of Buteʼ. Mr Russellʼs familiarity with the house, collections and
policies spans 30 years, and his advice and research have been invaluable to the preservation of
Mount Stuart and its contents.
Peter Timms CBE lives in Rothesay. He has been chairman of a number of public sector bodies
and enterprise bodies. He has held directorships of a number of ferry companies including Argyll
Ferries, held the post of Chairman at Calmac Ferries for 6 years until November 2012, and is
currently chairman of NorthLink Orkney & Shetland Ferries. He is also a serving chairman of
leading companies within the financial and technology sectors. Mr Timms is currently chairman of
Schroder UK Mid Cap Fund and chairman of Bute-based Flexible Technology Limited.

